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ABSTRACT 

Recent public interest in the unigue financial 
problems of private higher education has resulted in proposals and 
legislation for state support of independent institutions. Although 
public assistance alleviates the private colleges' financial 
problems, it also obligates them to increase state supervision of 
their activities. Several state boards and independent associations 
believe the private sector's problems warrant special concern and 
action. Reflecting this view, the reports and position papers listed 
in this bibliography generally agree on the necessity for state 
funding of private higher education. They affirm the importance of 
maintaining an independent sector and of a state's special 
responsibility for all higher education institutions within its 
borders. These convictions are supported by proposals fqr both 
student and institutional assistance. Beyond funding, there remains 
the question of the long-range impact these proposals will have, if 
implemented, on the distinctive qualities of the private 
institutions. (Author/HS) 
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This publication was prepared pursuant to a contract with the Office of Educa- 
tion, U.S. Department of Health , Education and Welfare . Contractors under- 
taking such projects under Government sponsorship are encouraged to express 
freely their judgment in professional and technical matters . Points of view or 
opinions do not , therefore , necessarily represent official Office of Education 
position or policy. 
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Recent public interest in the unique financial problems of 
private higher education has resulted in proposals and legislation 
for state support of independent institutions. Although public 
assistance alleviates the private colleges’ financial problems, it also 
obligates them to increased state supervision of their activities. 
This review of recent literature examines plans for new forms of 
state aid to the independent sector and the state’s interest in aid- 
ing private colleges. An appendix listing current state programs for 
private institutions is also included. 

This report was prepared by Carol Herrnstadt Shulman, Re- 
search Associate at the Clearinghouse. The author wishes to thank 
Richard M. Mi-lard, Director of Higher Education Services, Educa- 
tion Commission of the States, and his staff for permission to 
reprint the chart included in the appendix, and Eldon T. Smith, 
Executive Secretary, National Council of Independent Colleges 
and Universities, who provided updated information on state legis- 
lation. 

This is the third in a new series of Clearinghouse reports to be 
published by the American Association for Higher Education 
(AAHE). In addition to the report series, the Clearinghouse also 
prepares brief reviews on topical problems in higher education that 
are distributed by AAHE as Research Currents. 



Carl J. Lange 

ERIC Clearinghouse on Higher Education 
June 1972 
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